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Almost one hundred years ago, the church in Bothwell went through a drastic
redevelopment that created the space we worship in today. It was no easy task.

The hardest part of joining the old Quire and 'newer' church into one was the
tower. Its west supporting wall had to be pierced with a wide, lofty arch, while the
infilling of the old arch in its east wall was removed. Before any of this could
happen, the weight of the tower, estimated at 800 tons, had to be lifted off its
supporting walls and transferred onto a steel structure of great size and strength.
It was a feat of remarkable skill by the architect, the masons, and the engineers
alike. All of that is still carefully hidden from view, quietly holding the tower up
above our heads every Sunday. At the same time, the gallery was taken down,
and workers laid a new floor and kept the damp at bay.

A century earlier, it had became clear that the building which was there was no
longer fit for purpose. It was simply too small for the community it served.
Communion tokens show at least nine communion sittings, which probably
required more than one minister. Not only at communion but at other times too,
tents were pitched outside the church to hold the overflow. And so, between 1825
and 1833, the building we see today was raised to house the congregation,
although it would have been laid out the opposite way round, with the pulpit just
to the right of the steps as we come in.

Those who went before us were radical and brave. They saw the need in front of
them and sacrificed what they had so that the gospel could be preached to the
community of their day and beyond. It took prayer, vision and a great deal of hard
work, but they did it. They didn't think about themselves only but they thought
about those to come, us today.

Now, in 2026, we face our own moment. Do we follow their example and adapt
our church building for the next hundred years? Or do we leave it as it is and, in
doing so, find ourselves closing the door for the last time?

I must admit that I am excited about the changes ahead. This is a building that I
believe can and should change, so everyone who comes through our doors can
find peace within its walls, so that it can be used all day, everyday and not kept
behind lock and key for one hour a week.

When God’s people rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, those who remembered the
old one feared the new could never measure up. Into that moment God spoke
through the prophet Haggai:



Some of the ways our community will use the building in the future may not look
obviously missional at first glance, but we can be intentionally missional in our
welcome and in how we care for people on the day. New uses of the building will
also open up other sources of income, freeing us to be intentionally missional
elsewhere in the life of our congregation and help to pay towards the upkeep and
repairs of all of our buildings.

None of us likes change, and I understand that. But God’s promise through Haggai
was not that the former house would be forgotten. It was that his glory would go
with his people into what came next. Like the steel hidden in our tower, change
done well holds up what has been handed on to us, so that it can stand firm for
those who come after us. I am excited to see what God is calling us to do as we
share his message, his gospel and his love for the next hundred years, and to see
new faces walking through our doors.

So let us pray, plan and work together as they did, so that one day those who
come after us might look back on 2026 and say of us what we say of them: they
saw the need, they were brave, and they made room.

If you would like to be part of the working group to take the church forward can I
ask you to please sign up via the Microsoft form link below.

Sign up here to be part of the
Project 100 working group.

Sign up

Grace and Peace to you,

“The glory of this present house will be greater than the
glory of the former house,” says the Lord Almighty. “And
in this place I will grant peace,” declares the Lord
Almighty. 

(Haggai 2:9)

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/Qgr6eyzFr8


A draft Order of Service

Please note that the Order of Service is currently only a draft and the final version
will be posted on the church website towards the end of the week. 

Download here

Sermon Recap

Sermon Summary: All Saints

Reading: Revelation 7:9-17; Hebrews 12:1-2

We are in week two of our sermon series, Held Together. This week we are taken
to John's vision in Revelation 7 of a great multitude from every nation, tribe,
people, and language, united in worship while retaining their differences. We see
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that Christian unity is not uniformity, but being held together in Christ  despite
our differences. 

We are all part of a great song in God's choir. The choir includes those who have
come through ordeals, trials, and difficulies. It's a choir in which we sing
together, weary and worn. But sometimes a song has an unresolved chord. It is
here that we live, waiting for the dissonance of that chord to land and be resolved.
And it does resolve. It resolves because of the one at the centre of the throne,
Jesus Christ. He will wipe away every tear and we will worship together,
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. 

Christ has called us into his choir. Let us take our place in the choir and sing in our
weariness and ordeals, with the chord still hanging. Not because we cannot hear
how it ends, but because we can. Christ goes with us. 

Sorry that there is no copy of the service this week due to being in the hall.

We are moving



As you will now be aware, the heating in our church in Bothwell is not working at
the moment. While we work on a solution, we will be making some changes to
where we gather for worship.

This Sunday, 8 November, is Remembrance Sunday. We will gather at the War
Memorial in Bothwell at 10.45am, and afterwards return to the church for a shorter
service, so that no one is sitting in the cold for too long. Please do wrap up
warmly.

From Sunday 15 November, we will worship together in our West Halls in Bellshill
while the work on the heating continues. The halls are warm and welcoming, and
we would love you to join us there.

If getting to the West Halls would be difficult for you, please don’t let that keep
you away. Simply email office@bbcofs.org.uk and we will arrange a lift, with cars
leaving from the church in Bothwell.

It was wonderful to see so many of you in the Church Centre last Sunday, so thank
you. That spirit of togetherness means so much, and I hope we can carry it with us
into the weeks ahead. Wherever we meet, we are one congregation, and the
warmth of our fellowship matters far more than the building we are in.

Thank you for your patience and understanding. I look forward to seeing you
there.

We all have 'What If?' moments of fear and uncertainty. Listen to what Revd.
Iain shares about how Jesus speaks to us in the storm. Cick here to watch.

mailto:office@bbcofs.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2973882619612091


Saturday 7th November

Everyone young, old, and in between are most welcome. There are crafts, stories,
songs, and tea! Please come and join in.

 A Cracking Christmas



Join us on Sunday 13 December at 5pm for our Cracking Christmas meal! We will
be enjoying a delicious roast pig, with tasty vegetarian options available too.

There is a recommended donation of £15 per person, but please sign up whether
or not you are able to give. Everyone is welcome at our table. If you would like to
bless someone else this Christmas, you can also buy a space for someone else
and we will ensure the seat is filled.

Afterwards, why not stay on for our Nine Lessons and Carols service at 7pm, a
wonderful way to begin the Christmas season together.

To book your place, please speak to Anne Laird.

It's Wednesday Waypoint time with
Stewart! Click here to watch.

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1663178485457417




We know, we know....it's not even November yet! Before anyone starts humming
"Jingle Bells" at us, we promise we're not getting carried away. We're just
planning ahead (and secretly a wee bit excited). 

We're looking for one, two, or three artificial pre-lit Christmas trees to help
decorate our church in Bothwell and our West Halls in Bellshill this Christmas. If you
have a pret-lit tree that's in good condition, with lights that still work, and it's
looking for a new home, we'd love to hear from you. It could be one you've
upgraded, one that no longer fits your living room, or one that's been sitting in the
loft for a few years.

Your gift will help make our buildings warm and welcoming for everyone who joins
us across the Christmas season, from our carol service to our Christmas Day
worship. 



To donate, send us a message here or email office@bbcofs.org.uk and we'll
arrange the details with you. Thank you for hleping us make Christmas shine!

Movember

Minister’s Movember

This November I will be attempting to grow a moustache as part of Movember UK.

Those of you who see me on a Sunday during the month of November may want to

brace yourselves!

It may be a small and slightly silly act, but it is for a serious cause. Prostate cancer is

the most common cancer in men in the UK, with around 1 in 8 men diagnosed in their

lifetime. Movember also funds work in testicular cancer, mental health and suicide

prevention, helping to stop men dying too young.

I wouldn’t normally use the newsletter to share a personal fundraiser, but this cause is

close to my heart, both through my own family and through the many men and families

I walk alongside in my ministry. Too often, men put off talking about their health, or

don’t feel able to speak about it at all and suffer alone or in the privacy of their family.

Church should be a place where those conversations can happen and I want to be part

of that conversation as I grow my moustache.
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If you would like to support me, you can donate through my fundraising page which is

linked via the button below. Every donation counts, whether it’s a few pennies or a few

pounds. And if you can’t give, please help by encouraging the men in your life to look

after their health and to speak to their GP if anything doesn’t seem right.

If you or someone you love is facing prostate cancer, or any health worry, please know

you don’t have to carry it alone. My door is always open, as is our pastoral care team.

Donate to Movember

Remembrance Sunday 

On 8th November we'll be observing Remembrance Sunday. Join us in Bothwell at
10:45am for a service by the War Memorial before going to the church just after
11am for a service of remembrance.

Music @3pm Concerts

https://movember.com/m/15533561?mc=1
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Saturday, 14th November 10am

Come along to the Narthex and purchase all of your favourite homemade bakes
from our talented team of bakers.



Buy tickets here

https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/event/1/young-lives-vs-cancer-46th-christmas-concert




Buy your Hogmanay tickets! £10, £5 for children. Doors open at 20:30 at the
West Halls, first dance at 21:00, last dance just before 01:00. Bring your own
drinks (alcoholic or soft) and snacks, and bring your family and friends along for a
night of fun as we dance our way into2027. Purchase tickets by emailing
hogmanay@bbcofs.org.uk



Pass it on

Enjoying the Newsletters? Pass It On

Do you enjoy receiving these emails? Is there someone in the congregation who

cannot get online, or who has drifted out of the habit of coming along but who you still

keep in touch with?

We are not able to run a delivery service, but you can. Why not print this email off,

head round for a cup of tea, and catch up with them while you share it.

The newsletter is only ever a means to an end, of sharing news and the hope of Jesus

Christ. A printed page through a letterbox is good. A printed page delivered by a

friendly face at the door is far better and shows the love of Christ in action. Perhaps

you cannot commit to every week, but could you manage it once a month? Start today.

Time to sign off

A final thought to leave you with
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